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) ORDER GRANTING
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) INTERVENE _1}.f*

) OUT OF TIME

)

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

"Conamission") by way of a Petition to Intervene Out of Time (Petition) filed by the

South Carolina Telephone Coalition ("SCTC") in the above-captioned proceeding. The

present proceeding before the Commission was established upon the filing of an

Application by TSI Telecommunication Network Services, Inc. ("TSI") for a Certificate

of Public Convenience and Necessity authorizing TSI to resell private line

telecommunications services in the State of South Carolina.

The Commission's Executive Director instructed TSI to publish a prepared Notice

of Filing regarding TSI's Application in newspapers of general circulation in the affected

areas. The purpose of the Notice of Filing was to inform interested parties of the

Application of TSI and of the maimer and time in which to file the appropriate pleadings

for participation in the proceeding. TSI complied with this instruction and provided the

Commission with proof of publication of the Notice of Filing. In the present case,

pleadings to intervene in the proceeding were to be filed on or before November 26,

2003.
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On December4, 2003, the SCTCfiled a Petition to InterveneOut of Time by

which the SCTCseeksto intervenein the proceedingwith full rights to participateas a

party of record. In its Petition, the SCTC assertsthat TSI's Application, as currently

presented,would impact eachof SCTC's membercompanies,thereby SCTC has an

interestin thepresentproceeding.Accordingto SCTC,its individual membercompanies

provide local exchangetelephoneservice within their respectivegeographicservice

areas,and SCTC maintainsthat statewidecertification of new entrant local exchange

telecommunicationsserviceprovidersis not appropriateandis not in thepublic interest.

SCTCstatesits belief that participationof SCTCin this docketis necessaryin order to

protectits membercompaniesandto providethe Commissionwith input asto how TSI's

Applicationwill affecttile telecommunicationsindustry.

SCTCstatesthat it did notbecomeawareof thepresentproceedinguntil late-day

December3, 2003, andthat to minimize any inconvenienceto theCommissionandTSI,

SCTC's Petition would be hand-deliveredby its counsel.SCTC assertsits belief that

goodcauseexistsfor theCommissionto allow its interventionoutof time dueto thefact

that the interventiondeadlinehaspassedby only four businessdays and the fact that

TSI's testimonyhas not yet beenfiled in this proceeding.Lastly, SCTC allegesthat

grantingof its interventionoutof timewill not resultin prejudiceto anyparty.

Basedupontheforegoing,theCommissionfindsandconcludesthat:

1. SouthCarolinaTelephoneCoalition's Petition to InterveneOut of Time

shouldbe grantedas the SCTC hasprovided sufficient reasoningfor it to becomea
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formal party of record. Further,the Commissiondiscernsno prejudiceto anyparty by

grantingSCTC'sPetitionto InterveneOutof Time.

2. This Ordershall remain in full force andeffectuntil further Orderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

_c__e

(SEAL)

Director

MignonL. Clybum,Chairman


